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" FINDS ANCIENT
RECORDS IN ASIA

English Explorer Finds old.
World Trading Route Is |
; Guarded by Forts.
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~ : / This 0©Old ‘orld trading route, Dr.l
Stein announces, is agdain ¢coming into
| favor with traders from Khotan and
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mented by surveys of Rai Ram Siugh,
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| been discovered that the Khara Nor—a |
large lake already known o receive |
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But the main object of the expedi-
tion {s archaeological research, and Dr.
Stein was delighted when, at a point |
where he had still to look forward to
five long marches to the basis of Sha-
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. chou, he came on the first of a series
of ruined watch towers, forming a
chain of frontier posts connected by
anancient wall.

—\\h'er recuperating at Sha-chou, the
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nese documents were unearthed, mostly
J. S. LEITHEAD - : ‘s Mmger. relating to military matters, but also

comprising a number of private let-
ters, whose personal details gave a
vivid human interest to these records
of a distant past. In addition, Dr. |
Stein discovered abundant evidences
of the traffic that even then passed
overland between India, and possibly
even Persia, on the west, and the Chi-
nese empire on the east by way of this

remote corner of Central Asia, '
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in which all the remains were found

affords conclusive proof of the scanty
rainfall in the region traversed by the

line of frontier posts, not only st the
present day, but for the past 2,000
vears. Sometimes the records were
buried uynder the thinnest covering of
soil, yet even the most perishable arti-
cles had preserved a perfectly fresh

appearance.
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